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Asians and Pacific Islanders HIV/AIDS Anti-Stigma 
Public Service Announcements May 2008

For the 4th year of the national anti-stigma campaign, the Banyan Tree Project has produced a groundbreaking 30-second public service announcements (PSAs) titled, ‘Together We Can’. The PSA use the power of personal testimonial using well-know celebrities. 

The objective of the PSA is to make the PSA regionally relevant to A&PI communities in three regions mainly the Pacific Islands and Hawai’i, East Coast and the West Coast. The PSA uses a standard script developed using the findings of social marketing research conduced by A&PI Wellness Center. The script is as follows:

Did you know that annual HIV rates are increasing among Asians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. faster than in any other ethnic group?

Join me in breaking the circle of silence and shame that exists in our community around HIV & AIDS.  We must show compassion to those who are living with HIV. 

Show that you care. Get educated, get tested. 

The three celebrities in the PSA are, Joan Chen, well know actress; James Kyson Lee, an upcoming actor; and Amy Hanaiali’i, singer song-writer. 

[image: image2.png]& Bangan Fee FY’OJCCt

“Raafad in Acceptance



Born into a family of doctors and educated in China at the Shanghai Film Academy and the Shanghai Institute of Foreign Languages, Joan Chen was discovered by veteran Chinese director Jin Xie while observing a filming with a school group. Her performance in Xiao Hua (1980) (aka "The Little Flower") won China's Best Actress award. She came to the US to attend college in 1981, first at the State University of New York at New Paltz, later at California State University at Northridge. She a succession of small parts in movies and TV, with her first break coming in 1986 when, in true Hollywood legend, producer Dino De Laurentiis noticed her in the parking lot of Lorimar Studios and cast her in Tai-Pan (1986). The film bombed, but it led to her being cast as the ill-fated Empress in Bernardo Bertolucci's “The Last Emperor” (1987), which won critical acclaim. This, and her role as enigmatic mill owner Josie Packard in the cult TV series "Twin Peaks" (1990), are her best-known roles in the West. In 2007, at the BwB Asia Joan Chen, took some time to share her story of pain and triumph. Joan Chen began by saying "I am an actress, but I am also a mother. Seeing children affected with HIV/AIDS gives me heartaches. Children affected by AIDS belong to all of us."  
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Amy Hanaiali`i Gilliom is one of Hawai`i 's shining stars, who has won the hearts of many with the resurrection of Ha`i (female falsetto singing). Amy has been classically trained with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theater and is passionate about Jazz and R&B. Combining these artistic styles make her a fluently diverse entertainer. A multi-Na Hoku Hanohano Award winner, her last five albums have won her Song of Year, Female Vocalist of the Year, Hawaiian Album of the Year and Group of the Year. Her first album “Hawaiian Tradition” placed her on the World Billboard Charts, a first for an album written solely in the Hawaiian language. Amy has recently been nominated for a Grammy in the new Hawaiian Category. 
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Born in Seoul, South Korea, James Kyson Lee moved with his family to New York City at the age of 10. He graduated from Bronx High School of Science and continued his education at Boston University and New England Institute of the Arts where he studied communications & broadcasting. After trying out improv and inspired by his newly discovered passion for performing, James sold his used car for $1800 in the summer of 2001 and purchased a one-way ticket to Los Angeles, where he began his training in music, dance, and acting. At his first small screen audition, he landed a guest-starring role on CBS' "J.A.G.", and has since appeared on NBC's "Las Vegas", "The West Wing", "Heist", as well as ABC's "Threat Matrix", and FOX's "All About the Andersons". James currently stars as "Ando" on NBC's critically acclaimed hit drama HEROES. 

The target audience for the PSA is the broad A&PI community. The language of the PSA is English with traditional music overlay. The PSA has been tagged and tailored for distribution across the U.S. In the next 3 months, it is estimated that more than 100 million households will have viewed these spots. A significant partner in the placement effort has been the cable and telecommunications industry AIDS action group Cable Positive. Cable Positive has made it possible for these PSAs to be aired not only on Asian and LGBT-oriented cable channels but also on mainstream cable networks such as the Discovery Channel, USA Network and MTV. Local broadcast network channels in the five partner cities of San Francisco, Boston, Los Angles, Honolulu, Chicago and New York will provide additional placements to target local A&PI viewers in these cities. 

These spots are available for airing in local markets. For more information, please contact: 

The Banyan Tree Project PSA 

c/o The Hom Team 

1859 Powell Street, Suite 168 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Contact: Nancy Hom 

Main: 415.409.0198 

E-Mail: nancy@homteam.com

